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Two Views on Energy in Eurasia
In December 2009, CSEEES turned a spotlight on the energy economy 
in Eurasia, hosting two presentations by scholars from the region. 
Academician Nikolai Laverov, Vice President of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences, spoke on December 4, on “Fuel and Energy Resources: 
State and Rational Usage,” focusing on the Russian energy future.  The 
following week, Professor Gubad Bayramov of Azerbaijan State Economic 
University presented on “The Effects of Dutch Disease: Evidence from 
Azerbaijan.”  Bayramov was a spring 2009 Junior Faculty Development 
Fellow at CSEEES. 
In his lecture, Academician Laverov provided an in-depth statistical 
portrait of Russian energy resources.  In 2005, Russia was the third 
largest consumer of energy in the world, following the United States and 
China, though only at 29 percent of the former and 43 percent of the 
latter.  Laverov’s data demonstrated that Russia relies far more heavily 
on gas for its primary energy resources than the world as a whole. Future 
projections of Russian energy production indicate that both coal and 
nuclear energy will increase their shares.  However, oil will still play a 
significant role in domestic supply and there will be increase production 
and transport for export markets. 
Laverov made clear that there are still vast sources of energy 
reserves that remain untapped in Russia, from water-soluble gases to 
conventional oil and gas deposits.  He noted that as far as geologists were 
concerned there is no limit to available Russian hydrocarbons; however, 
production of these sources is very much an economic question.  The 
cost-effectiveness of exploration depends completely on world prices. 
One area of vast potential for which existing techniques do not lend 
themselves to exploration is the Arctic circumpolar basin.
In his lecture, Professor Bayramov switched focus to the relationship 
between energy production and national economic performance as 
he discussed preliminary results of ongoing research on the behavior 
of Azeribaijani firms from a joint project with UNC Economics Professor 
Patrick Conway.  Explaining the downside of energy-generated growth, 
Bayramov noted that Dutch Disease explanations argue that a booming 
resource sector of an economy can adversely affect performance of 
other economic sectors through distorted growth trends resulting from 
overreliance on the energy sector.
Bayramov first showed the strong growth rates up to 2008 of 
Azerbaijan in comparison with neighboring Armenia and Georgia.  He 
followed by noting the substantial impact of oil resources on economic 
development in Azerbaijan, through the Azerbaijan sovereign wealth 
fund (SOFAZ) and the state budget.  But Bayramov cautioned that this 
impact could be short lived.  Preliminary research indicates that the 
effects of the world wide economic downturn were already visible in the 
behavior of firms in the second half of 2008.   The research is still in its 
preliminary stage; based upon future results, the authors will examine 
sector differences in firm behavior to test the impact of the Dutch disease 
in Azerbaijan.
On November 21, 2010, the Chapel Hill International 
Folk Dance Club (CHIFDC) celebrated their 45th anniversary 
reunion. Nearly 160 attendees danced a number of 
traditional folk dances of many different countries, from 
the French “La Bastringue” to the Macedonian “Opa Tsupa.” 
Attendees included many long-time members of the club, 
as well as a handful of new members who had attended 
recent dance lessons held at the FedEx Global Education 
Center.
According to Ann DeMaine, a leader of the dance 
workshop, the core group of members has been a part of 
the club since its founding in 1964. Although some attend 
to explore their own cultural heritage, most attend in order 
to expand their horizons and meet people.
An average of thirty members of the International Folk 
Dance Club meet every Wednesday evening, including 
long time members, casual attendees, and new dancers. 




On October 12 and 13, 2009, Leeza 
Ahmady, independent art curator, gave 
several engaging lectures at Duke and 
UNC. Ahmady, a Kabul, Afghanistan native, 
discussed artists from Afghanistan and 
the former Soviet Republics of Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan.
Twenty years after the demise of 
the Soviet Union, Ahmady stated while 
speaking at UNC, it is  time for art audiences 
to appreciate and integrate Central Asian 
art into a more inclusive view of Asian art. 
The   fall of the Soviet Union freed 
underground  art movements and parts of 
Central Asia, notably Kazakhstan, became 
something of a playground for formerly 
repressed artists.
Unfortunately, Ahmady says, Central 
Asia is experiencing something of an 
art diaspora. Many artists in the region, 
especially in Afghanistan, are exhibiting 
abroad rather than living in their home 
country. This trend does much to promote 
Central Asian art globally, however, few 
artists remain at home to encourage and 
educate the next generation.
By showcasing Central Asian artists 
to Western audiences, 
Ahmady aims to show 
the region in a way that 
might be different from 
how it is portrayed in 
popular media. “Art is 
culturally specific,” she 
argues, “but also very 
universal, and should 
connect all of us to our 
humanity.”
Ahmady’s first lecture 
at Duke was directed toward a graduate 
seminar on post-Communist visual culture, 
and took a similar form to her UNC lecture: 
she spoke about diverse artists and art 
movements across Central Asia, which she 
illustrated with slides featuring examples 
of the art being produced.
The audience of Ahmady’s second 
lecture, however, was the Duke Freshman 
FOCUS Cluster “Between Europe and Asia,” 
and was devoted to the contemporary art 
scene in Afghanistan. The students were 
greatly impressed by this exposure to the 
quality and variety of art from the region 
that they had not experienced before, a 
sentiment shared by many who attended 
any of Ahmady’s presentations.




The events of November 9, 
1989, continue to  captivate 
people from around the world. 
UNC Chapel Hill commemorated 
the earth-shattering events in a 
workshop entitled  “The Fall of 
the Wall: Twenty Years After.” 
The Department of History’s 
Konrad H. Jarausch kicked-off 
the workshop with a historical 
overview. William Donahue, 
Duke University, Department 
of Germanic Languages and 
Literatures, examined literatary 
influences and the phenomena 
of the “Wenderoman.” Milada 
Vachudova, Department of 
Political Science, explored 
shifting European political paths 
of Europe post-1989. Department 
of Political Science’s Holger 
Moroff, a specialist on European 
integration, moderated the 
retospective discussion.
The workshop culminated 
in a roundtable assessing  the 
results and consequences of 
integrating East  and   West 
Germany. Participants in the 
roundtable, moderated by 
Gary Marks, Department of 
Political Science, included 
Ruth von Bernuth, Department 
of Germanic Languages and 
Literatures;  Karen Hagemann, 
Department of History; Robert 
M. Jenkins, Center for Slavic, 
Eurasian, and East European 
Studies; and Helga A. Welsh, Wake 
Forest University, Department of 
Political Science. 
Members shared personal 
reminiscences. Their experiences 
in the two Germanies, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, and beyond 
varied but illustrated the 
pervasive sense of change. 
The workshop reinforced the 
powerful legacy of the past as 
well as hopes for the future.
The roundtable left to right: 
Ruth von Bernuth, Karen Hagemann, moderator Gary Marks, Helga A. Welsh, and Robert M. Jenkins.
Was the Russian victory at the 
Battle of Poltava in 1709 more than 
merely a victory for Peter the Great 
against the Swedes during the Great 
Northern War?
In a provocative Carolina 
Seminar presentation entitled “The 
Battle of Poltava and the Geopolitics 
of Western Eurasia” held on January 
13, 2010, historian John LeDonne, 
Research Associate, Davis Center for 
Russian and East European Studies, 
Harvard, reassesed the conflict. 
LeDonne argued that Eurasia, 
while connected physically, should 
be considered a separate continental 
land mass based on geopolitical 
and cultural factors. LeDonne 
concepulizes East/Central Europe as 
Western Eurasia. For him, Poltava is 
the key. “In order to understand the 
full geopolitical significance of the 
famous battle of Poltava,” according 
to LeDonne, “we need to place it in 
the context of Eurasian, rather than 
European, history.”
Poltava Revisited EVENTS
Carolina Seminars, “Russia and Its 
Empires, East and West”
4003 GEC
6:00 - 7:30 PM
--March 17--
Russian-Georgian relations, the war 
and progress of Democratization in 
Georgia with Dr. David Aprasidze
--April 14--
“Youth Popular Culture,
Consumption, and Worker Clubs in 
the Khrushchev ‘Thaw’” with Gleb 
Tsipursky, Ph.D. Candidate, UNC-CH
The Eleventh Annual 
Czech Studies Workshop
April 9, 2010 - 4003 GEC 
FedEx Global Education Center
April 10, 2010 - Hyde Hall,
 Institute for the Arts and Humanities
     Dr. Oleh Wolowyna, Center 
for Slavic, Eurasian, and East 
European Studies Fellow, and 
President of the Ukrainian 
Association of North Carolina, 
received a Fulbright Research 
Scholar grant and a Havard 
University research grant to 
investigate the Ukrainian 
Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. 
Dr. Wolowyna researched at 
the Institute of Demography 
and Social Research at the 
Ukrainian National Academy 
of Sciences in Kiev, Ukraine. A 
Harvard extension of his grant 
will cover research in 2010, 
enabling Wolonya and Ukrainian 
demographers to provide 
scientifically grounded answers.
European Voices
The Edward R. Murrow 
Program, a specialized U.S. 
Department of State International 
Visitor Leadership Program, 
brought sixteen journalists from 
Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Germany, Ireland, 
Kosovo, Latvia, Malta, Norway, 
Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, 
Spain, Switzerland, and Turkey 
to UNC Chapel Hill in October. 
Participants examined the rights 
and responsibilities of a free 
press in a democracy; observed 
operational practices, institutions 
and standards of the media in the 
US; and gained insight into the 
economic, political, and social 
structures of the US. In addition 
to touring the (Raleigh) News & 
Observer and the WUNC radio 
station, the program participants 
attend seminars highlighting 
challenges and trends in today’s 
media. 
The UNC Center for 
European Studies, the UNC 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, and the Center for 
Slavic, Eurasian, and East European 
Studies (CSEEES) sponsored a 
roundtable discussion on October 
25, 2010. Moderated by CSEEES 
Director Dr. Robert M. Jenkins, the 
roundtable presented a unique 
opportunity for members of the 
university community to engage 
the journalists.
Topics during the lively 
dialog ranged from the changing 
role of the media, the realities 
of investigative reporting, 
and popular tastes. Audience 
members realized that journalists 
throughout the world encounter 
many of the same challenges.
North Carolina Council for the 
Social Studies




Presenters will include: 
MA RUES Students 
Brandon Rice and Isaac White
Ernest Zitser, Librarian for Slavic, 
Eurasian, and East European Studies 
at Duke University Library, has been 
granted Continuing Appointment and 
promoted to the rank of Associate 
Librarian. 
Gerald Surh, Professor of History at 
North Carolina State University, gave 
a paper on “Jewish Self-Defense and 
Pogrom Violence in 1905” at a conference 
on “Rethinking the Russian Revolution 
of 1905” at the University of Heidelberg, 
October 23-25, 2009.
Indiana University’s Russian and East 
European Institute awarded Donald 
J. Raleigh its Distinguished Alumnus 
Award at an Institute reception during 
the AAASS meeting in Boston on 
November 13, 2009.  Raleigh recently 
signed a contract with Oxford University 
Press to publish his oral history, Growing 
Up Russian during the Cold War.
Jacqueline M. Olich completed 
BRIDGES, an intensive professional 
development program for women in 
higher education.
Sam Baron’s article “In the Crossfire of the 
Cold War” appeared in the Festschrift for 
Robert Crummey, Rude and Barbarous 
Kingdom (Slavica Publishers, 2009).
“Interdisciplinary Symposium on 
Sustainability and Innovation in 
Global Contexts” has been selected 
to be published in University Design 
Consortium’s online Innovation 
Clearinghouse of Good Practices and 
will accessible to the public worldwide 
effective March 10, 2010. See http://
u n i v e r s i t y d e s i g n . a s u . e d u / g o o d -
practices.
Graeme Robertson, Assistant Professor, 
Political Science, has been awarded 
the Moeser Award in addition to the 
University Research Council (URC) Small 
Grant Program.
New MA RUES Students- Spring 2010
Ian Robinson attended the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
as an undergraduate and earned 
his BA in Medieval and Early 
Modern Studies in May 2009. He 
moved to North Carolina with his 
wife Ashley in July 2009 and looks 
forward to continuing his study 
of the former Yugoslavia at UNC- 
Chapel Hill.
Christopher Plummer 
attended the University of 
Colorado at Boulder as an 
undergraduate and earned his 
BA in Russian Studies in May 
2004. After spending five years in 
management for an independent 
business, he left his beloved 
mountains behind and moved 
to North Carolina to continue his 
study of the former Soviet Union.
1989: East German border guards look through a hole in the Berlin Wall after demonstrators pulled down the sec-
tion at the Brandenburg Gate on 11 November . Photograph: Lionel Cironneau/AP, Guardian Newspaper 
